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Tokai University's Aviation course was established in 2006 as a pilot
training course within the undergraduate degree program. It was
established as an industry-academia partnership with ALL NIPPON
AIRWAYS CO,, LTD and was the first of its kind in Japan. This year
marks the 10th anniversary since its start. Since its inception, the
course has produced good results, having graduated 6 classes and
having sent 180 pilot personnel into the world of aviation. There were
many challenges to making this new program operate smoothly in the
university setting. However, our strong partnership with ANA, advice
and leadership by the Civil Aviation Bureau, cooperation from the
University of North Dakota and the warm support that all of you have
given us has allowed us to reach this important milestone. I thank you
from the bottom of my heart.

We are facing a lack of pilots today. By training pilots of excellent
character and ability who consider themselves citizens of the world,
we will respond to society's needs and help our youth realize their
dreams. I ask for your continued direction and support.

Thank you very much for taking the time out of your busy schedule to

come here today.
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May I offer you my sincerest congratulations upon the tenth anniversary of the
founding of the Course of Aviation in the Department of Aeronautics and
Astronautics at Tokai University. As we have been close partners on this
journey, I am delighted. Over these ten years your university has, through its
wide curriculum and nurturing of human resources, made a tremendous effort
to contribute not only to operational skills and knowledge but also to the
fostering of cultured and well-rounded pilots. You have been the training
ground for around 180 pilots, 80 of whom are now actively working within the
ANA Group. The training of air pilots is indeed the very bedrock of the
aviation industry, and more and more will be expected of Tokai University.
The pioneer spirit that is at the heart of the Aerial Science College is very
much akin to the spirit of always taking on new challenges that drives the
ANA Group. I hope that in the future we will continue to dispatch current air
crew members, veteran crew members and technical staff to your university,
and through these efforts achieve a contribution to the expansion of
industry-academia projects.

Finally, T would like to send a heartfelt thank you to all the stakeholders who
have been involved in developing this project and overcoming many issues and
difficulties. I wish you all the very best for the future.
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Congratulations on the 10th year anniversary of Tokai University's
aviation course. It is wonderful to hear that many graduates of the course
are now playing active roles in many airlines.

The air transport provides foundational support for Japanese economic
and industrial activities and people's lives. Moreover, it promotes
domestic and international interaction, necessary ingredients for
sustained economic growth. Highly-skilled pilots are essential to
supporting a safe and stable air transport. Yet as the demand for air
transport services continue to increase rapidly, pilot shortage comes to
an issue globally. Also in Japan, there is a serious concern about shortage
of pilots in the short and mid to long-term, highlighting the importance of
training young pilots.

Tokai University is a pioneer, the first Japanese university to offer a pilot
training course. I appreciate Tokai University's foresight and endeavors
during these ten years. Please accept our best wishes for your continued
success.
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Ten years ago Tokai University formed a search committee to find a collegiate
flight training program to partner with Tokai and All Nippon Airlines. After
visiting 12 worldwide locations the committee selected the University of North
Dakota. Since that time 278 Tokai students have completed flight training and
certified as commercial pilots and are prepared to fly for the commercial airlines.
Fifty eight students are currently enrolled at UND. This is an accomplishment
that we are very proud to have achieved.

The Tokai University program has been very important to the University of North
Dakota. The students from Tokai bring a new dimension to our University. They
are intelligent, hardworking, and represent the professionalism that we expect
from the graduates of our commercial flight training. They have successfully
completed a very difficult training program in a faraway location in a language
that is different from their home in Japan. Special thanks to the Chancellor, Dean,
and the professors at the Engineering College at Tokai that have worked very
closely with our faculty at UND, the JCAB who plays an important role working
with our Flight Operations, and the Captains from ANA who oversee the flight
training in North Dakota. All play a key role in the success of our students.

We are very proud of the relationship between UND, Tokai, and ANA, and we are
proud to have the graduates from Tokai as part of our UND Aerospace family.
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